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Practice questions

Key points to remember:

v’ Language of question could be: ‘Compare and contrast’ or
simply ‘compare’ — either way you need to speak about the
similarities and differences between texts.

v' Make it clear which text you are talking about — Text A/ Text B;

v" Highlight what is asked for in question — question will have a
focus;

v' Make sure you have points from both texts;

v’ Systematically work through — point (adjective) /evidence
(quote);

v You will need to use comparison connectives throughout;

v’ Consider title/ tone/ language choices/ images/
presentational devices and structure across the texts and
respond to these ideas in your answer.

v Time and marks:

* 10 marks = 15 minutes reading and answering the question;
*8-10 points = 10 mark question

*Remember to join the HWB class — see your teacher for further details
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Table of useful connectives

Add your own examples when you find ones that are helpful. Many of the connectives
shown with a capital letter can also be used, with care, in the middle of a sentence as

an alternative to using them at the beginning.

Suggesting similarities
Similarly... In the same This links with... | Equally, ... -also..
way...
..as well.
Suggesting contrasts
Whereas... In contrast... -while... On the other (use negative)
hand...
However, .... Yet..
Making qualifications
Nevertheless.. |In spite of that...| However,...
Summing up
Overall... Surmming up... |Inthe main.. On the whole.. |In conclusion..

b .

)
r 4

Listing
first{lLy)
second(ly)
first of all
finally

lastly

for one thing
for another
in the first place
to begin with
next

in sum

to conclude
in a nutshell
and

Time
then

later

hefare (that)
when

until

while

4 4 )
L - . )

Addition

also

too
similarly

in addition
indeed
even

let alone
as

and

like

mearshile
afterwards
since (ther)
after

when

as
whenever

nRectives

therefore

unless

50 (that)
in case

whether

consequently
as a result

rowy (that)

provided (that)

Explaining
for example

for instance

in ather words
that is to say

in that
e.q.

however
nevertheless
on the other hand
in contrast
though
alternatively
anyway

et

in fact

eyen 5o

but

or

whereas
swhile

Reinforcing
besides
anyway
afterall

*Remember to join the HWB class — see your teacher for further details
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Q: Compare and contrast what these two texts say about the urban fox [10 marks]

Fantastic Mr Urban Fox: The reason why our so-called
pests are so at home in our Cities. ey Frofessor Stephen Harris

Whisper it — but desp down, we city dwellers love our urban foxes.

e may curse thern when we find the condents of 3 ripped bin-bag strewn across the road,
or when their barking has disturbed owr suburban slumbers. But all this hostility is just an act.
Secretly, we adors thess red-coated invaders — a5 you can el from our typical responss to
spotting one, maybe as it trofs across the road or saunters casually along a garden wall We stop
for 2 moment and stare, marvelling at the sight of such a resourcaful, intellipent and quite large
wild animal 5o thoroughhy at home in our human habitaf. #'s ke 3 little bit of the countryside has
suddenly come to fown.

Which may be why so many of us feed them. “es, that's right, feed them. Half of an urban fod's
diet cormes courtesy of us humans. I'm nod talking about waste food they scawenge from our bins.
(I find that nuisance is generally causad by stray dogs or greedy cats). |'m talking about food that
is deliberately l=ft out for them. As many 55 ong in ten households regulary feed local foxes;
somatimes with unexpectad results.

The wife of a friend in Bristol was startled when she came info the kiichen one evening to find
that a fox had calmby climbed throwgh her cat flap and was busy eating the cat’s food. But she
didn't panic and nor did the fax The animal fell info the habit of returning every night, knowing
that mot anly would he find his special bowl of food but that, once he had finished, he could
climi up onto the lady of the house's lap for a nap and to hawe his head stroked. This cosy
arrangement confinued happily for some fime wndil the fox was caught one night by my survey
t=am. We atiached some fracking technology and the fox ook it 3l in his stride and retumed the
next night for his dinner as usual. However, it was a rather frosty-sounding woman who rang me
the next morning o complain that their afisr-dinner ceddle hadn't been the same now that the
obpect of her affections had a plastic tag in each ear.

Stories like this show how totally af home foxes are in our cifies. Unlike their country cousins,
whio are hunted and shot at daily, the foxes who live in towns have little to fzsr from humans,
apart from our cars and our more ferocious breeds of dogs. This lack of fear is readily apparent
— look how relsxed they are when you do spot them.

That's why | wasn't surprized to see the wonderful pictures of an wban fox riding wp and down
the escalators 31 an underground station in London

Howayer, it would be wrong fo say that urban foees causs n-:|:|:|n:-l:-barns. Their barking can disturi
a night's sleep, and to the normal diet of worms, msects and rats, I'm afraid muest be added the
pooasionsl small pet — a rabbit, guinea-pig. even a kittan — that has been inadequsisly profectad
in @ back garden. There is evidence of them very cccasionally taking a curous nig 3t a baby left
sleasping in 3 garden. But, as far as | know, no senous injuies have sesr besn recorded, and it
palkes into insignificance compared to the far more serious attacks on infants carried out by dogs.
| 522 no reason why our love affair with the urban fox showld not continue. They have found a
place in our cities, and in our hearts.

*Remember to join the HWB class — see your teacher for further details
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The Rise and Fall of Mr Fox

Once he had it all: good looks, fame and the affection of millions. As the hunfing
season gets under way, Adam Edwards asks: where did it all go wrong?

© Alsmy mages

In England, Mr Fox was hunted as vermin for centuries and he was always despised for his
killing for pleasure, particularly of chicksns. But in the twentisth century, his image changed. He
bacame 3s lovable as Basil Brush, as cute as 3 Disney character.

So who then was to blame for giving the fox an image maksover, tumning him into 3 victim of
oppression? It was the poet John Masefield. In 1818, he wrote his hugely popular pcem "Reynard
the Fox' which described the magic of country ¥ and demonstrated a3 touching compassion
for the animal Ower the following years, slowly but surely, the fox started to benefit from a
public relations campaign that any X Factor contestant would dis for. Advertisers cast him as an
amusing fellow and Disney put the seal on his heroic status by turning him into a cartoon Robin
Hood in 18381's The Fox and the Hound.

The makeover coincided with the rise and rise of the urban fox. He was protected by an army (the
Animal Liberation Frond), fawnad ower by animal chanties and bunny-huggers, and finally saved
from persecution by the law. He also began to find shelter among the housas of the suburbs and
their long. lush gardens. He made slow progress at first, but now it is 3 rare night when residents
in London do not record the camivors on the prowt. The fox is regulary seen, even in daylight,
in supermarkst car parks. behind shopping cendres, and scrabbling through bins near fast food
shops. Each generation of faxes becomas more used to the ways of the town and is more able
to deal with fraffic. He has no predators, except man. and no shortags of food.

*Remember to join the HWB class — see your teacher for further details
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Itis hard to believe that an animal so blessed as Mr Fox could, so casually, have chucked avway
his burnished image. et this summer he manapsed to do just that.

In 2010, he bit and mauled baby twins as they slept i their cot in London. And suddenlhy it
dawmied on the urban populstion of Britain that Basdl Brush had a beastly side. He was nothing
more than a feral chav, breeding indiscriminately and feeding off discarded buckets of KFC.

Last ronth it was revsaled that he had crept into London Zoo and kiled 11 penguins. For fun.
Worse still, he decapitated the Queen's flamingos at Buckingham Palace and killed a number of
pet rabbits, owned, unfortunately for him, by the children of vanious newspapsr writers who then
let rip in pring.

It has not deterred him, and the charge sheet grows weekly: 3 woman in Fulham had her sar
savagely bitten while sk=eping in her bedroom. A baby boy was attacked i Dartford. In [sBngton
a young girl had her armn mauled as she slept.

Across London, cries for the curbing of Reynard are mounting. Some have called — presumably
in jest — for urban hunts to be introduced. It is hard for amyone in the countryside not o take
pleasure in the misforiunes of the townees, particulary i you were one of the half milion who
demonstrated against the ban on foxhunting.

Actually, the only surprise i the fox's recent reversal of fortunes is that he was ever thought of as
lowabde in the first place. His cunning was first noded in the Bible, and in European folklore he has
ahways symibolized trickery and decedt. In children’s literature he rarely emenges with any cradit.
Ewen where the fox is a hero, 35 in Roald Dahl's Fanfashc Ur Fox, he is also se2n a5 3 thief.

The eyents of 2010 are proof that the wban fox is more fearless than ever and there s no
immediate solution 1o the prablem. Shooting is the most effectve form of comtrol, but it is of limited
practical use n towns and generally unpopular with local people. As 3 result, many councils have
given up trying to control the fox at all.

© Telegraph bedia Giroup Lid 2080

*Remember to join the HWB class — see your teacher for further details
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Q: Compare what the writers of Text D and Text E say about the effects of Fairtrade on the
farmers and workers who work for Fairtrade groups. You must make it clear from which text you
get your information. [10 marks]

Taxt O iz faloen from The Guamian mewspaper

The story of a coffee farmer

Gerandn Arlas Camacho Is a8 coffes farmer i Cosi3 Rics. He /5 § board member on his wage
co-operadie, Which 5 a member of fhe Falrirsae consormiom COOCAFE. He s marmisd with thres
chlaren.

In the 19305, the price of coffes was 50 low that It didn't cover the cost of production. Many farmers
abandoned thelr land and some even [eft the country o find wark. In the mid-30s, | went to America
to maks maney and support my family. Afer eight yvears, | had eamed encugh 1o buy the family
farm s0 that my parents cowld retire. But coffee prices were still 50 low that | 'was forced 1o retum o
America far anaher twa years.

Then the cofize business was unstable. We did not have a local schaol, good roads or bridges. Mow
that we are Falrrade-cerifled, prices are siable and we recelve @ guarantesd amaunt for gur cofze.
W spend the maney an education. envircnmental profection, roads and brdges, and Improving the
proceseing plant VWe have a schodarship programme 5o that ocur kids can stay In school. | believe
that my farm would b= cut of business If i wasn't for Falrrade. Free trade ks not responsible trade.
When prices go down, farmers produce more and prices drop further. Falrirade |5 the way trads
should be: fair, responsible and sustainable.

My oldest 5on s In college, my ten-year-oid has already had 38 much education as me, and my it
girl |5 In her second year at schoal. With the help of Falrtrade, they might 2l be able to ga to unlversity
and get 3 degres. They won hawve to Jump the border from Mexico to America, ke me. They can
declde what they want in life.

since Falrrade, our farmes hawe Decome mare environmentaly-frendhy. Cur coffes |5 now produced
In 3 zustalnable way. We plant ire<s and have reduced the use of pesticldes by 30% In 10 years. We
usad o cul 50 acres of forest down every year to fuel the avens at owr proc2ssing plant. How we
have a new owen which ks fuslled by coffes waste producis and the skins of macadamia nuts that we
by from farmers on the other side of Costa Rica. 1 16 3 win-win business.

Falrtrade |s not 3 closed system. It 16 open 1o everyone bult we need mare and more pecple bo buy
Falrirade g other farmers can become certified. We already educaie ather producsrs anound Us
aiiout market pric2s 50 thal buyers have to offer them a competitive rale and this benefits the wider
commiunity. When therns was a hurnizane, the main nead became biocked and the bridge came dawn.
Wise could afford o open the road and i he bridge.

When you are shopping, look for the Falrtrage label — you can be sure that the money Is gaing
stralght to the producers. Itwil help us, and B wil help people arownd the world, because the benafis
of protecting the envircnment are for everyone. it Is 3 matier of helping each ather.

Az 3 Falrtrage farmer, | finally feel competitve. It nas ghven me knowledge 50 at | 3m more abie to
defand mysed and my people. | f2el there I 3 futwre in front of UE because We CaN S13Y In OUr oWn
country and make a Bving growing cofiee. Falrtrade Is not charlty. Just by gaing shopping, you can
miake 3 difference.

*Remember to join the HWB class — see your teacher for further details
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Text E explains why some people now choose o buy products that are nof Fairfrade.
Why are coffee lovers turning their backs on Fairtrade?

Al Workshop Coffes, customers sawvour their £4 Colombian coffees. It looks like caffeine heaven, but
head of production Richard Shannon says some people think something is missing, “If it doesnt have
a Fairtrade logo then we must be holding the farmer down and standing on his neck whilst we steal
hiz coffee.” Workshop iz one of a number of zpecialist coffee companies that says it iz committed
to fair trade, but doesn't have the certificate to prove it. Companies like this, which boast about their
ethical sourcing of coffes, are choosing not fo join the Fairtrade labelling zcheme.

Thiz iz bad news for Fairtrade, which saw UK sales fall for the first ime ever last year, by 4%. Thizs
has largely been blamed on discount retailers such az Aldi and Lidl carrying far fewer Fairirade lines
than supermarkeiz like Sainsbury's. But Fairtrade is alzo being affected at the top of the market
by high-end companies like Workshop who complain that Fairirade doesnt pay enough for guality
coffee. Many suppliers believe their trade is already fairer than Fairfrade. Last year, Workshop paid
on average £6.50 per Eilo, nearly twice az much for coffee ag Fairtrade did. And, as they point out,
Fairtrade doesn’t provide farmers with any greater guarantee of fufure income.

Growers for the speciality market are able to call the shots. Az the premium coffee market expands,
producers get more power to choose who they zell fo and for how much. The growth of the market
alzo creates opportunities for more producers to benefit. Each year new farmers join as they ses
their neighbours being highly rewarded for producing high quality coffes.

There are doubtz about the effectiveness of Fairtrade in getting a good deal for workers. The zystem
guarantees prices for producers and money for social projects, but it cant ensure that those who
receive these payments spread the benefits. Many Fairtrade co-operatives employ people whose
wages are lower and who work in worse conditions than those non-Fairfrade areas. One poor use
of the Fairtrade payment was in a tea farm where the modern toiletz (funded with Fairirade money)
were only used by senior managers.

Some people are now beginning to question the fairness of Fairtrade and to ask, “Is it Fairtrade? Or
iz it fairly traded?"

*Remember to join the HWB class — see your teacher for further details
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Q: Compare what the two texts say about Bradford [10 marks]

Bradford

Bradford’s role in life i= to make every place elss in the world look better In com parisom, and it
doss this very well Mowhsre on my tmp around Britain woould T see 2 more depressing city.
Nowhere would I pass more vacant shope, their windows covered with tattered posters for pop
concens, or more office mldings covered wath TO LET zigns. At least ome shop in three in the
towm centre was empty, and moet of the rest seem ed to be barely hanging on.

Once the towm had one of the greatest collectiors of Victoran architecture anywhere, but vou
would scarcely zuess it now. Scores of womderful bulldimzs were swept away to make room for
wide new roads and angular office bulldimzs. Nearly everything in the city suffers from well-
mtentioned but misguidad meddling by planners.

Mowadays, the local authontes are desperately frying to promote their meagre stock of old
buildings. Im 2 modest cluster of narrow streets just out of the city centre there s6ill stand some

three dozen large and striking warehowsss, mostly bailt betoeen 1860 and 1574, which topether
make up the area Emowm as Little Gemmany. OF 21l the once thriving wool precinets in the city,
orly the few dark buildings of Litfle Germ any survive in any number, and even this promising
sm zll meighbourhood seems bleak. At the time of my vistt, two-thirds of the buildings were
covered in scaffolding, and the other third had TO LET =igre on them.

S4ill, Bradford is mot without its charms. Lister Park is very attractive, there are some good
pube, and The Alhambra Theatre, built in 1914, has been skilfully renovated and remaims the
most wonderful place to s2e a pantomime. The National Media Mueseum has brought 2 welcome
flicker of life to 2 comer of the city where previoasly vou only had the world’s mest appalling
mdoor ice ink to go to. As I had an hour to kill, T walked over to the Museum and had 2 look
through the varous galleries. I watched in wonder as thromgs of people parted with substantial
sums of cash to see the two o clock IMAX show: I"ve been to these IMAX screemings before,
and framkly I can’t understand the appeal. [ Enow the screen 1z massive and the vizual
representation stunming, but the films are zlways so incredibly dull.

I forzgot to mention curry howses m mvy bnef list of Bradford’s zlones, which was a temble
oversight. Bradford may have loet 2 wool frade but if has zamed a thousand excellent Indian
restaurants, which I personzlly find a reasonable swap as [ have a strctly limited need for bales
of wool, but can take abouat a5 much Indian food 2= vou care to shovel at me.

The cldest of the Bradford curry houses, I'm told, and certainly one of the best and cheapest, 1z
the Eashmir, just up the road from the Alhambra For £5 [ had a small feast that was rich,
delicious, and so hot that it made my fillings sizzle.

Afterwrards, bloated and with a stomach bubblimg away like a heated beaker in 2 mad-scientst
movie, I stepped out into the Bradford evening and wondered what to do with myself. It was
Just six o'clock on 2 Satarday evening, but the place felt dead.

*Remember to join the HWB class — see your teacher for further details
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BRADFORD

From stunning Victorian architecture to an amazing
3D visual feast at the IMAX Cinema, Bradford is

culturally rich with a city centre full of history, yet
vibrant and cosmopolitan.

Two hundred years Bradford chan from & amall rural town, whosas psopls spun
wool and wove clotho.qlgto the wool eaplgt:‘l’of the world. Bradford now enjoye a g:tnatlc

architectural legacy from this period, a heritage that can be explored through & seriea
of aslf guided trails available from the Touriat Information Cantre.

Many exceptional historic buildings remain, including the Grade 1 listed City Hall (built 1373),
the gmhic style Wool Exchange (1867). and the 15th century cathedral. Bracford’s history is

ident in the popular Bradford Industrial Museum in the uniqgue commercial area known &s
Little Garmany.

There are plenty of modem sattractions to capture the imagination. The award winning National
Media Museum - five floors of interactive displays — charts the past, present future of
image making and has three cinemas, including the incredible IMAX experenca with its giant
3D screen.

*Remember to join the HWB class — see your teacher for further details
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Other major attractions within the city include Cartwright Hall Art Gallery, sat in beautiful Lister
Park, voted Britain’s best park in 2008; the Alhambra Theatre; and The Priestley Theatre.

There is & packed Bpga;amme of festivals and avents, including three m:jo: film festivals and
the worid-famous Bradiord Festival — two weeks of music, theatre, film and strest avents.

Those who prefer shopping will also love Bradiord, as the city is home to a host of unusual
speciality shops, markets and mill shops where many bargains can be found. In the city, high

streat names rub shoulders with local shops, and for an & upmarkat shopping excursion
outside the city, nearby likley offers top quality shops from high fashion to fine chocolaters.

The city's ni e, with its rich vanety of restaurants, bars and nightciubs, might surpnse you.
And dgooverg?gfyowself why Bradford has been crowned UK Ou'g‘y capital, vglh w mrygubo
Asian restaurants across the district. But Bradford also has an interesting mix of fine
mnternational cuisine and traditional Yorkshire fare. The city has many tracitional pubs to enjoy,
ke the New Bashive Inn with its Edwardian intarior and it bars, which catars for the Raal
Ale enthusiast, and appears regularly in the Good Beer Guide.

Plus ...

In June, Bradford awings to the sounds of at Bradford's 11 public awimming pools,
the festival with live music in Centenary ~ and some of the other aporte facilitiea
Squars. By night, take in a show at the include ten-pin bowling in the city centre

magnificent Alhambra Theatrs. and ice gkating at the ever-popular
Bradford Ice Arena.

The Industrial Museum gears up daily for

& public desmonstration of its Motive The National Media Mussum has three

Power engines at 10.30 am and 2.00 pm diverse film festivala each year - The

(most days). Bradford Film Festival (March), "Bits the

Mango’ Film Featival (Sept) and The
Odsal Stadium is home to Rugb ue's Bradford Animation Festival (Oct/Nov) -
2005 Super League championa, d perfact for film lovere of all ages!
Bulla, while football takes centrs stage
acroaa town at Valley Parade, the home of
Bradford City. There's fun for all the family

T—

N TEYy seen

All imazes © Eradford Metropolitan District Council
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Q: . Compare what the two texts say about herring gulls. [10 marks]

The rise of the urban seagull

Secagulls are thriving i cities — altacking people, deafening residenis, damaging
buildings, spreading panic and discase. By 2004 there could be as many as 6 million
of them, a pew urban menace.

Herrmng ghlgls are huge birds, each one a kilo in weight, with & wingspan of 444 [ A thouzand of
them i che air ¢ rare a ronng of hardenad muscle, and they possess vicious beaks and daws.
The way things are heading, Briain’s own centres are poing (0 be overrun by an army ol preedy
and agpresave birds thar will defend the rooliops apuanm all-comers. They have already made
hesullines with their anacks on humans, whose hesds they dkash with their claws a0 20mph, They
are notonous [or the way their cnies keep people awake, and their droppings alse cause damage w
buiklings and cars,

Whit bepan as a neigsance i becoming 3 much more senous problem. Filty Mmlun%.mlﬁ of
hernimg gulls in a own are all i wkes w make 2 hupe impacy, and many wewns already have way
beyond thal. Bocawse pulls now also hve bonger - 20-plus Years 15 nonmal - i méans populations
are rockedng by 25% annually.

The RSPR arpues thar galls do non anack people b only “prowsc their neses”. ‘The problem is than
their nesis are on (he people’s roofs. 1 also uncree that pulls are only agpresave around ther
nesung siees. Any people with food in thieir hands - sandwiches, pastes, hamburpers, chips, o
creams — are targes for seagulls’ beaks

Thi MHS dods o Keep reconds of minor impunes, 50 10 15 imposable wo know how many people
have neaded treamment afier gull anacks 1.ocal newspapers ofien have sionies of posmen knocked
Irom hcycles, howseholders werronsed, and scallolders Torced down thar Badders. There has boen
an least ane well-publicissd death, of an ®0-vear-old man who was aracked and fell while trving 1o
remove a pull's nest from his parage rool. He dixd of a bean anack. Las summer a woman was
iaken 1o hospial alier being sivagsl ai Bembam-on-Se and, iF fepens are o be balievisl, ai kas
one dog has pecked vo deanh.

Yeu violenoe 15 not necessanly the worst problem. Gulls can stan their noise as a5 4 am.,
and the slow wrune of bck of sleep can affect people even more than the fear of a bloody head.
Rools and windows are plasiered with ings 50 alkaline thar they can throwgh the painrwork

of cars. Seagulls damage rool msulaton, block guoers with their pesis, and amack the coniems of
bins with the kind of wiki epergy thar makes [oxes look ddy. They are also blamed [or spreadin

ihsease, The gull problem iz aol conlined 10 Brican, From Norway 10 Ponugal, every coasia
COMMLTY in Europe now repons an increas: in roof-nestng gulls, as well as the USA, Canada and
Ausralia

*Remember to join the HWB class — see your teacher for further details
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HERRING GULLS: 5OME FACTS

What are Herring Gulls?

Herring gulls are large, noisy gulls found 3l around owr coasts, and also inland in ouwr

fowns and cities. They have sdapted very well 1o man's way of lifz, and they ars the main
scawengers around fown and city rubbish dumps.

Irtemnationally and in the UK, heming gull numbers are faling. The RSPE says that the UK
herring gull population has dechined by 40°%% since 1870 However, the RSPE says more birds
are moving into fowns because of 3 lack of food in their natural habitats. Hare they causs
problems by nesting on roofiops and cause lots of mess by searching for food n discarded
rubbish bins.

Herring gulls build large nests out of vegetation. They By 2 or 3 green epgs blotched with

black. The eggs are laid from late Apnl, taking about 25-33 days to incubate. Vithen hatched,
the young birds are fed by both parents for about 2 month. The adult herring gulls weigh

about 3 klogram. They have 3 wing span of almost five feet, and a very larpe beak.

Humans and Herming Gulls

Herrng gulls are s=en as 3 problem because they will dive and snatch food from a person's
hand, which can be both frightening and distressing. Howsver, what looks to us like an aftack

i5, for gulls, just a3 way to survive. A gull will only act aggressively when looking for food,
defending its territory, or protecting its young.

When young birds or the nests of herring gulls are approached by people, the gull's natural
reaction is to protect the nest and s young; it doss this by making a series of swooping dives
owver the intruder. Rarely, if ever, do=s the heming gull actuslly make physical contact with
people. Any physical contact between swooping birds and humans is likely fo cause senous
damage to the bird. 1t will cerainly feel like a womying experience fo 3 person, but ususlly
even a raised arm will put off 3 swooping bird.

*Remember to join the HWB class — see your teacher for further details
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Problems and solutions

In towms, the herring gull 5 often regarded a5 3 ‘pensral nuisance’. Homible early moming
noise frorm birds 3t sl tirmes of the year, and mess caused by nest matensl and excessive
droppings during the breeding season, are amongst the main causes for complaint.

Therz ars cartain basic rules that will help discoursge gulls:

cover regular perching and roof nesting areas with netiing, fo prevent gulls from landing:
«  clean up thorowghly afier barbecuss and other cutdoor meals;

kzep sl household waste in hard, covered bins.

Herring pulls are quick to take advantage of the thoughtless disposal of food. Leawving rubbish
outside ovemight in flimsy black bags will prowvide a plentiful food supply and must be avoided
as much as possible. Using hard containers for nubbish has proved swccessful, and it has also
reducad the sarly marning noise from birds. Sadly, food discarded by thoughtless members of
the public late at maght, especially near take-aways, stll causes problems.

Don't feed them!

Herring gulls are perfectly capable of finding food from natwre. Their natural diet s fish, worms
and small mammals and birds, s0 don't provide them with a meal. Herring gulls should never
b fed, as this will not only increase the gull populstion, but will also cause unnecessary
annoyancs to neighbowrs.

if we don't feed herming gulls they will eventually turn fo more natural sowrces of food. Mot

feeding them for a long penod may even reduce the lange hemng gull population in our towns
1o more accaptable numbers through a natural process.

Stay within the law

The herring gull is protected under the Wildlife and Countrysade Act 1831, and the remowal of
2ggs and'or nests can only be undertaken by those beensed to do 0. There are licensed Pest
Control companies whose senvices incdude the removal of gull nesis.
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Q: Compare what the two texts tell you about the behaviour of younger and older drivers [10 marks]

Should older drivers retake their test?

Many mictorists think that older drivers shoukd be forced to retake their driving test at the age
of 88, Younger drivers in particular are inclined to see the growing number of older people
on the road as a problem.

However, official Depariment for Transport statistics from 2011 sugpgest these opinions are
not based on the facts about roed accidents. Their findings show that obder drivers are much
less Bkaly to b2 involved in accidents. Akhough peogle over 70 maks up 2% of drivers on the

roads, they account for just 4% of senous accidents. In contrast, 18-20 year olds who make
up pust 2.5% of all drivers are imvolesd in 13% of senious accidents.

A report camed out by Age UK, which incleded a survey of 2,000 people, suggests that older
drivers behave betier than their younger counterparts. Just over 7% of over 65= admitied to
using a mobile phone when driving, compared with 21% of younger drivers.

One of the people involved in writing the Age LK repart said, "Older drivers are, on the whole,
confident and responsible, and compare favourably with other drivers across the country. For
examiple, an 15-year-old driver is three times more likely to be involved in a crash than a
motorist 30 years older”

The Age UK regort is supporied by research from the Institute of Advanced Motorists (1AM
that found older drivers to be safer than drivers from all other age groups. The ressarch
showed older drivers use their experience to increase their margin for safe driving, for
example, by keeping a grester distance from the car in front than drivers from other age
groups. In the research, drivers over 70 reacted just as guickly 35 other age groups when
a vehicle emerged from a side road or when a car n front braked swddenby on a rural rosd.
Young, inexpenenced drivers performed the worst, tending to just focus on what was straight
ahead, often failing to respond fo cars emarging from the sides of the road.

Commenting on the AM research, an AA spokesman said, "Clkder drivers have 3 good safety
record. Many tend not to drive long distances often becauss they will want to use a car maindy
for shopping or for visiting relatives and friends; this means they will often stick to routes they
know well and they become well aware of the potential hazards on those journeys.” The
safety record for older drivers is in stark confrast to younger drivers, who drive around free
per cent of all the miles driven in Britzin, but sre involved in about 20 per cent of senous
crashes.

Michelle Mitchell, Age UK charity director, said, "For many older people driving is a way of

mainiaining independance, so it's important that they shuulfd not b2 preventzd from doing so
just because they reach a certain ape.”
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Driving age could rise to 18 under new proposals

A government report is proposing restrictions for newly
qualified drivers, including a ban on night time driving.

The govemment is now considerng & report which suggests that young motorists should
hawe fo wait until they are 18 before they take their driving test and would be banned from
carrying their friends even after they'we passed.

At the mament, teenagers can apphy for 2 provisional licence three months before their 17
birthday. By taking intensive courses during that peried of time, some drivers become fully
qualified just days afier reaching their 17 birthday.
However, recent ststisfics show ome in five young
drivers hawve an accident in the six months affer passing
their driving test.

Transport minisiers are examining the report which
contains proposals imtended to cut the number of young
drivers invobeed in serious sccidents. 15 per cent of
the country's drivers are in their teens or twenties, but
are involeed im 34 per cent of crashes where injuries
occur. One proposal is that a driving instructor would
hawve to sign & form fo say that their students were up
to standerd before taking a test. All drivers would then
face restrictions for the first 12 months afier passing
theair fest.

Under the proposals, learmer drivers would not onlby
hiave to wait until they were 12 before taking the test but
would be required to log af least 120 howrs of supervised
practice. Because wyoung drivers have a higher
proporfion of crashes in the evenings, the supervised
practice would also heve to include 20 hours of night
driving.

The new motorist would then be on probation for another year. They would also have fo
carry 8 green P plate, which would make it easier for the palice to enforce the restriclions.
Research shows that peer pressure can encourage reckless driving because young drivers
will often ‘show off to their passengers. The more passengers, the grester the risk and the
risk is even higher when the drivers are aged 17, Mew drivers would be banned from carmying
passengers under the age of 20 or driving befween 10pm and Sam unless there was also
someone over 30 in the car.

These restrictions would apply in full to amy newly qualified driver below the age of 30. Some
of the restrictions, such a=s the ban on night-iime driving and a ban on new drivers using
eyen hands-free mobile phones, would apply to anyone for 12 months after passing their test
whatever their age. Young drivers are maore likely to use mobile phones while driving and they
are less lkely than older drivers fo classify mobile phone use and drink driving as exiremely
unacoeptable. Drivers under 25 have the highest incidence of failing & bresth test and so the
new proposals slso include 8 zero drink-drive limit for a year for all new drivers.

According fo the research, introducing these restrictions would reduce accidents imealving
yourng drivers significantly. These kinds of restrictions have proved effective in many parts of
thie world including the USA, Australia and MNew Zealand.

The government's Transport Secretary has highlighted road safety as a key issus and he
admitted = passenger ban, along with proposals for 8 zero aleohol limit for a year after passing
the test was an option he was ready to exemine. Becsuse young drivers are frequently
imezlved in late might sccidents, he also believed the propossl to includs a minirmum of 20
howrs night driving practice before teking the test was slso a sensible mowve.

A government spokesman said, “We know that young drivers, especially young male drivers,
take more risks than experienced clder drivers. We are committed to improving safety for
young drivers and that is why we will consider these proposals very carsfully "

David Millward
Transport Editor

& Dy Tefepraph

Jmages & Thinksiock.com
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Q: Compare and contrast what these two writers say about queuing at theme parks. [10 marks]

THORPE PARK: how to scare your teenagers

Thorpe Park — Rollercoaster Central, the thrill capital of England, the rmost t2rrifying location
inside the M25 — holds a special place in the affections of sl teenagers in the south-east
of England, and a kind of horrified fascinstion for their parents. It is where the teens want
to go for their first independant day out and, although their parents may wonder why, they
are unlikely to issue a blankst ban. The high-speed rides are billed a5 scary — and mast are
cartamly that — but it's a pretly safe destination.

Therz really isn't anywhers like it 5o close o London. Legoland has rides and the London
Cungson has scares but the former 5 hardly likely to ==t a teenager’s pulse racing and the
latter is creepy rather than thrilling. You can tell from the names of the rides what Thorpe
Park is about: Memesis Inferno, Colossus and Slammer are not designed for the wery old,
the very young or the very timid. Which & st the way the customers want it You don't have
to be scared witless. Therz are some gentle rides but these are aimed at the wirnpizst in
teenage partes. You could aim for the water-based rides, in which case you won't die of fright
bt you will get wery damp or — in the cass of Tidal Wave — sosked 1o the skin.

But raw thrils are the name of the game. Rollercoaster purists will aim for Colossus where
they will gain mighty satisfaction from the sheer number of loops. Nemesis Inferno dangles
its participants as it whips them through grawvity-defying swoops and swirls. Steslth —
probably the fastest rollercoaster in Europe — is all about ultimate speed and Saw Alive adds
a supremshy crespy horror movie to a route crammed with stomach-challenging action. The
latest (and by all accounts the scariesd) attraction is The Swarm.

Twra of the more basic concepts are stll stagperingly effective. Detonator is essentially an
enormous, multi-person, seated freefall and Slammer is almost artistic in s simplicity. It s
just a gigartic platform which rises and then rotates arownd its halfway line. Many teenagers
scoff on approach but they hawve all changed their tune by the time they stagger away, jeliy-
lepged. Saw Alivs is wery scary indeed but that is down o the ancient expedient of having
actors to do the scaring rather than machinery-based thrills.

It's good stuff and there is plenty enough for a day's entertainment, which makes the admission
charge good value. If's particularly good walue if the teens are shone, becsuse — we are
reliably informed — long quewes are very much part of the fun, allowing endless opporiunities
to anticipate the thrills ahesd and dissect those already expensnced. Adulis may find the
prosp=ct of such quewes too much so Fastrack (gueue jumper!) tickets are the answer. In
summary, teens will enjoy themsshes immensely and talk sbowt it for weeks afterwards but
adults who are only present as supervisors or chauffeurs should be prepared o make sure
that they book in advance and amve in good time for the quewe for the Fasirack ticksts.
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GREAT DAYS OUT: ALTON TOWERS

fuly la=t trip to Alkon Towers was on 2 hot summer's day and was an annual excursion organised
by rry school. | remember them announcing it in assembly st the start of the year and for the
nezxt eight months it was virtuslly the sole fopic of conversation in the school yard.

When the day finslly came, | remember waking early and instructing my mother fo giee
me & light breakfast, so | wouldn't have fo feel the embarrassment of vomiting while on a
rollercosster. | dom't remember much
ghout the journey there, apart from
the fact | was worried about whers I'd
meet my friends, due to the fact that
we wers unable to travel on the same
coach. My ansdety subsided as1 began
to ==e the =igns for Alon Towers,
tension replaced with anticipation.
WWe passed through a couple of small,
picturesgue villages and, despite the
fact that my sdolescent mind was full
of excitement, | caught sight of one
of the villagers shaking her head =t
the fleet of coaches roling by. For
a brief moment the excitement died,
and | felt sorrow for her. | realised that the expansion of Allon Towers must make ife in these
wonderful villages a nightmare in the summer months.

Cnece there, we were relieved we didn't have to worry about guewing =t the ticket office as
we had paid in advance. The first gqueus we encountered was the one to get through the
turnstiles but the guys in the ticket booths were very guick and we didn't hawe to wait too long.
Cnece in, the noise and euphoria hit us like an imtoedcating drug.

The first sight we saw was a long street, namely Tower Street On each side was a row of
food outlets and gift shops. At the end of the street we were confronted by Swan Lake wheare
you could ride on a Swan Bosat. Adults probably like that sort of thing but my friends and |,
of course, had no interest whatsoewver in any of this and were cerfainly not the shightest bit
interestad in messing about in a8 Swan Bost. We ran like crazed, fesnage lunstics, heading
for the X Sactor, home of Oblivion, the world's first vertical rollercoaster.

Oblreion

Oblivion iz one of the scariest rollercoasters you can ever expenence and the long queues
only add to the tension. You're also subjected to 8 number of video clips of 2 man calling
himself the Lord of Darkness, who tells you that the ride iz perfectly safe. buf then lets out
that familiar. sinister laugh associated with all villains., Once you're on the ride, the tension
rises even further as you ascend slowly upwards on the frack then wheel to the right towards
the infamous drop. The carrizge comes fo a stop just slightly cwver the edge so that youw are
actually staring right down info the hole. After a brief pauss, you plunge downwards at a gut-
wrenching speed of B8 mph. | must admit | remember little of the drop, as | was too busy
=screaming. | do remember fesling relieved though when the camriage came fo & stop. | didn't
kniow it at the time but | had plungad 150 feet The decision to have a light breskfast was &
good one on reflection.

Memesis

After taking an hour to relax and enjoy some
lunch, myy friends and | proceeded st 2 more
leisurely pace towsrds another famous
rollercoaster, Mamesis, the first rollercosster
in Eurcpe to run on the underside of the track
Once agsain, 8 long queue loomed but this time
thiere were no video clips or booming laughter.
Instead you shuffled slowly through an arfificial
camnyon with rivers of red water. | remember a
woman began to have a full-blown panic sttack
as she obviously thought the water was blood, or
maybe she was just generally scared. She was
rushed from the gqueue to have medical attention.
Finally, afier what s=emed like an stemnity, our
turn had come. To my delight, the operator
signalled us to seats in the front row. °| will not
shut my eyes,’ | said to myself as | strapped
myself in. The ride started and almaost instanthy we
were thrown into 8 senies of ternfying loops. The
promise | had made myself was overidden by
instinet. My eyes slammed shut and | screamed.
shouted, laughed out of terror. | felt the motion
but saw nothing untll we came to a stop. Only when | was safe did | remember the promise
and feel regret that | would not hawve any visual memaornies of the expenence.
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Q: Compare and contrast what these two writers say about relationships between parents and children
[10 marks]

How To Deal With Lazy Teenagers

Far many frustrated parents, parting the Red Sea might s==m more of 53 possibility than
parting the couch from their teenager's rear end. W& have entered an age where playing a
video game or sending a text is about the extent of many teenapers’ weekly physical exertion.
Clur country is rapid%prudu-:ing a%ranemtk:-n of kids that are overweight and unexarcised.
Sadly, parents are often to blarme for this problem. In an effort to awosd confrontation, or a
desire fo make their children happy, many parents are actuslly responsible for their kds
being lazy.

You may know the scens. The room is 3 mess, you ask the children to tidy up and they
suddenly remember that they are tired. They may even summon up some pressing homework
— anything rather than help or do as you ask. You then get bossy. ‘Do this NOW, you balow,
but they claim they had no hand in the mess themsshes and drift off, leaving you furious,
powerless and unable to see what you have fo do to get their co-operation.

But why should parents be the only ones 1o take care of daily tasks in the home? Assigning
jobs around the house is 3 great way to teach responsibility and you can encourage s sense
of pride by thanking or complimenting them when they have done a good job. Let them know
the importance of doing their bit to help the family. You should also develop a system of
‘consequences’ for failing to get jobs done.

It 5 sensible to ksten to their grumbles and let them have their say about how tidying or
homework or whatever will eat into their football or television time. Buf you don't have 1o
give in. Often children just want to moan. When they say they didn't make the mess so why
should they clear it up, don't answer. |f you rise o the challenge, you will simply provoke
an argument. Just maks it plain what is required from now on 50 that they don't think that
putting an empty crisp packet in the b is all you mean by cleaning the house. They will feel
understandably aggrieved if it i5 not clear what you expect themn fo do.

Tesnagers ahways nesd monsy and many have the insane idea that they are entitled o a
cartain portion of the parental income every week This can be exploited by parents offering
opportunities to complete specific jobs as a way to earn spending monsy. Is there a room
that needs painting? Perhaps 3 garage needs to be cleared up? You only pay when the job
is completed.

The biggest factor in dealing with lazy t=enapgers is consistency. [t is also vital to communicate
effectively. Being a parent is a hard job but you should maks eveny effort to let your teenager
knowe that fun and pleaswrs come as a result of hard work
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Wash I.Ip? That'll cost you £5, Mum.
Should you really have to pay your children to help around the house?

hiy bosz had told me | had to phone him at 630 pm — right in the middle of crisiz hour,
thiat time of the day when fired, hungry children collide with iritable parenis and edge
the household towards complete and utter meltdown. However, this evening my little
girl was having an especially spectacular tantrum becavse, she alleged, someons had
taken her blue plastic pony.

“Sophie, stop that noize. | need to make a phone call” | thundered, as if that would
somehow make my crimson-faced daughter pipe down.

She simply cranksd up her howling. In desperation, | tumed to Max, my 15-year-cld
son, and asked him to take his sister into the garden. | uttered the magic words, “I'll
pay you." Lifting an eyebrow, but not turning from his Xbox, he started negotiations. It
was 526 pm. Time was trickling away fast

‘How much? he openead.

| offered a pownd.

He wrinkled his nose and said, “Ten”

| told him | was only going to be five minutes, and this was extortion.

| gave this boy life — and it was particularly painful. However, he sensed the urgency
of the situation. We zettled at a fiver and =0 he led his =ister cutzide and gave her a
hali-hearted push on the swing.

| Enow. You don't have to tell me. | shouldn't have fo pay my children to help me. But
| do. And frequentty. I'm nof talking about chores such as unloading the dishwasher
(it waz cheaper to employ a cleansr). But it seems that e found myself in the grip of
their money-making manipulation, resorting to cash bribes whenever | need something
doing at any given momend. Life is not eagy for a working mother.

How did it come to this? My huskband, Martin, may be to blame for making ny children
s0 mercenary. YWhen my eldest =on sat his GCSEs last year, Martin promised him a
cazh reward for every &* he could achieve.

| was brought up to believe that achievement should be itz own reward” | argqued
when he told me hig plan. “He should want those grades for hiz own self-respect and
because he wants to get on in the world”

“Mah," replied Martin. "Money talks. That'll get him going.®

Let's just zay that when my son netted 10 A%, he eamed more than me that month.
And so my children are aware they can get large amountz of cash by taking advantage
of me.

Please tidy the playroom, we've got visitors coming. Going rate a fiver. Move a load of
cardboard boxes out of the garage. Megoliable, depending on the size of the boxes.
Get the suitcazes down from the attic and dust them ready for our holiday. Each case
iz £3. | meekly suggested a family dizcount — maybe a fiver for two — and received a
withering look for having the nerve to suggest such a proposition.
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Itz not that | have reared a brood of merciless youngsters who know the price of
everything and the value of nothing. They're actusally a very loving, friendly bunch. They
are simply taking their cue from me.

Wou see, the way | live my life has been my undoing. Every day iz a demented juggle
between running a home and doing a job. My downfall was raising children who are
sharp encugh o realise that in my desperation to get everything done, there iz money
to be mads.

| don't always give in. The other day | asked Max fo answer the door.

‘I answered it last week," he murmured.

Sust do it | ordered.

“How much? he ventured, although he was joking (1 think) and shot me a knowing
smile before strolling off to let my wisitor in.

Don't get me wrong. There are times when children =hould have incentivez. They can
leam a lot by being paid to wash the car or do the garden. It's honeszt work and I'd have
to pay =omeone to do it — =0 wiy shouldn't they make a few quid?

It teaches them early on in life that there iz great dignity in being rewarded for hard
work. But | can't seem fo resist the temptation to cough up whenever | need to buy
another pair of hands or ten minutes of silence. Anything for an easy life.

When | finally made my call to my boss, he couldmt speak to me. Hiz grandchildren
had just arrived and he wanted to rearrange our conversation. “Children come first,” he
chuckled. “I'm sure you understand.”
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Q: Compare what these two texts say about what sort of person becomes an intelligence officer.[10 marks]

If the qualities that make a good spy were obrious,
they wouldn't make a very good spy.

Sre Ik says ot all, dossn’t o Covert survmillaace. Pesrng asound
corners. High-speed chases and shoot-outs in casinos.

Evervone koows thas this is what shies do. Its cheacus, et it?
Wl the first thing to keow shout MIS &5 thas noching’s obrous,
The shkifls that make for 2 good Tnelligence Officer certainly
asen’s Let’s fare it if they were. then counter-espicnage would be
the sasiest game i the wordd.
Euwﬂeﬂsm:hﬂﬂxﬁutLﬁﬂften-:hﬂ-E@muﬂm
excitng the qualises we look for are more crdinary thas wou
would imagzne. And moee subtle The smple abilior o g=t on
mﬁﬂsﬁsﬁp&uﬁl&&m:ﬂh&d:afm_m:ﬂ for exzrmpls,
To talk znd lisen. To develop the soet of relasioeship thar mezns
PO Cael cosTince them to do whet's nesded to protect our setional
inserests. This i3 2 watzl sl along wich deree and imagination o
link up peeces of das to revesl opportunities others have massed.
Whas other pre-conceptions can we shatter? Well snias a0 loners,
aren’t ther? Expected to fend for themsehms er:u.md.:.ngemm
sitnarions. In realiny, while spres need tobe reslient and rescusesafol
L'I:u:uammmdmmenbﬁum.d}

Oh, and l=t's aot forges the old Tinker, Tailor ... L*n.:.n'enfﬂ:lc
h'.-'pr:ﬂ.u.l:dhm.r, sighdy dyfuncticnz] oddball In ﬁu, wou'll
find thae we vahse both emoticea] intelligence znd academic
me]u::bm‘ﬂmin:gcnfﬂu!{d::—u'aﬁwmﬂ:gmt,
rushing zbroad 2t 2 moments nobce? Certinly were an
@rjmmﬁmamufnﬂu 1o that doss h:q_:]_:u-:l.
sometimes. But while we zctmvely sesk peobls with an interest in
glohal affirs, mamy oberationz] johs are in our Loadon HO and
Fmvﬂ]mﬁﬁ:n_'l'._-l&

What shout secrem?® VB obriously the detzils of vour wock
will be secrat znd v 2 vou soe to diseuss your application with
anvbody: Thas said, caee vou join us you'll be able to disclose your
rale to one or tro cose frends or famity W' help vou create 2
eracible cover story foe evervone slse. Prradomieally the sneed for
semc':r:rﬂ.lziauu;-:[ud. open and suppetnes workeng coltose

Mhﬁeﬂj E:lzrenc'.-p-c the truth iz == don't care whas

$e% YOU are O whers you're from as Jomg as youre a Brnsh
national. Wie htﬂmnm'rrh:.t}md.-:-ﬂm'r anby vhat vou can
do.

Firzlly;, what zhout the belief that those who wodk for MIS
mmpenptdmgmmﬂwshdlm

counsry? Well perkaps that's cne vou can imvesscste vourself.

Fer cutchonding comdidatis woe one indroducirg & Fosf Track progrommes.
Eined ok saors af sisgooukimhallipanees afftrar

i = BECRET
i:: TR LiGENCE
BEHRVECE KIS
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What are spies really like?

Most people have watched a spy film, but few have ever met someone
from the intellipence community. S0 how close are real spies to the
Bournes and Bonds? Peter Taylor looks at the world of the modern
day secret agent.

From James Bond to “Spocks’, from Jazon Bourne to Tinker Tailor', spying iz big box
office buziness and the fact is that the image of such operations as depicted on the big
and small screens is firmly rooted in reality.

However, those who actually carry out these cowert and potentially dangerous
operations could not be further removed from their imaginary counterparts, as | found
out when | interviewed serving officers from MIS (the domestic Securty Service) and
MIE (the owerseas Secret Intelligence Service).

There iz a myth that to be a modem spy you have to come from the dreaming spires
of Cxford or Cambridge. But it is patently untrue.

Shami, an MIS zurveillance officer, thought he never had a chance of being recruited.
He'd never been to university.

‘My understanding was that you had to be upper class, academically bright and white
male generally. | just felt | had nothing to offer,” he says.

Mevertheless he applied online and to his amazement, after rigorous assessment,
was offered a job. Although Shami hadn't realised it, he was exactly the kind of person
MIS was locking for to carry out the surveillance that is invariably the starting point
for investigating amy suspected terrorists. Shami F
iz sirestwize, smart and can easily blend into any
Community.

Anorymity iz the key to the way in which Shami
operates.

He says, “oure constantly analysing your own
behaviour az well as the behaviour of others. The
clothes you're wearing, how yvoure walking and how
you're talking are all factors that you constantly have
to be thinking about. You'we got to blend in. You have
to be ‘WMr Grey’ — a nobody, a person you might pass
on the street but you'd forget in a second.”

He admitz he getz a ‘buzz’ from it and says his greatest
fear i= ‘misging a vital bit of information that will go on
to cause lozs of life’ His greatest satizfaction is ‘the
arrest of the individuals we're up against’

Emma iz an inteligence officer who works at MIS's headquarters. Like Shami, her
preconception of MIS was wide of the mark.

| thought it would be largely male and womenwould be secretaries like Miss Moneypenmy
from James Bond,' she says.

Her job iz to analyze intelligence coming in from a varety of different technical and
huran sources and from partner agencies. ‘Its like piecing together a jigsaw’ she
says. Emmas mother was worried when her daughter told her the news that she was
gaoing to join MIS.

Emma remembers, ‘She was rather horrified. She'd watched “Spocks’ on television
and her initial reaction was that | would end up with my head in a fat fryer!’ — a reaction
to an early episode in which a young woman MIS officer is torfured and has her head
thrust into a pan of boiling fat.

Emma knows that a vital piece in putting the Gigsaw’
together often comes from agents recruited from
inside terronst organizations — a standard plotine of
Holhywood movies. But recruiting and running agents
can pose potentially Wfe-threatening questions, in
case the source turns out to be a double agent. The
popular geriez 'Homeland” is based on that intriguing
question. In reality too, such possibilities are always
there and every precaution iz taken to check out the
agent iz genuine and not a plant.

Recruiting and running agents iz the most dangerous
part of being & modern spy. That's what Michasl does
for MIG in locations abroad which are confidential for
securty reazonsz. He admitz the initial approach to a
potential agent is a heart-in-mouth moment.

He says, ‘There are risks imvalved in everything we do.
| dor't think we'd get very far if we were risk averse.
‘We have to do what we can fo cope with them.”

Michael sees 007 as purs fantasy.

He sayz, ‘The key elements of the James Bond myth is that we're some zort of military
organisation — that's not the casze”’

And the idea of having a licence to kill?

‘™Mo, we dort, he insistz. °If James Bond actually worked in MIG today, he'd spend a
large amount of ime behind a dezk doing paperwork and making sure everything was
propery cleared and authorized. He certainly wouldn't be the lone wolf of the films.”

by Peter Taylor
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Q: Compare and contrast what these two texts say about the problems and disadvantages of cycling.
[10 marks]

The Pleasures of London Cycling Deborsh Moggach

I've biked m London all miy iife. My children biks; everyone | know, with any sense, bikes. How
glse does one get around the placse? Mothing beats weaving through the rush-hour traffic or
whizzing past the eternal gridlock that is the Strand. Cycling is the only way 1o free oursehles
frarn the misery of the fubs, the wall-to-wall buses that line Oxford Strest, the hopelessness of
even thinking about driving. 1t's the only way you can get where you want to go, on time, fast.

e all know the advantages of cycling. s free, it's non-poliuting and i's a wondarful way to keep
fit. Ism't it weird that people take the tube to work and then spend their lunch hour sweating away
on an exercise bike? Vihat is less recopnised, however, is its Efﬁ::ienﬁ;nu know exacthy when
youll arrve at your destination. it takes me 25 minutes from my front ta the West End. Ay
other form of transgort entails allowing for delays — endless waits, traffic jams. What 3 waste of
life!

Mat only that. | can do errands en route. Drop off 3 parcel, do a bit of shopping here and there,
pick up some Bickets, stop for a coffee. And | do these things on impulse. Oncs you start cycding,
the city opens up for you Mo longer are you fighting i, hot and frustrated. No longsr are you
at the mercy of bus drivers, roadworks, decisions made by others and over which you have no
control. Bebave me, oncs you've tasted this freedom, you're hooked.

Mare and more of us are taking up cycling. Side strests are less pollvted, and more interesting
aryway. Besides, the more of us who cycle the safer it is. Traffic has to accommodate us. Vie
also make the strests safer. For a lone woman, walking home at night, 3 passing cyclist 5 3
resssuring presence. We pive the city 3 human scale.

Some peopks find the nofion of confronting London’s apgressive car drivers scary, especially
in places like Hyde Park Corner, but if you're spooked you can always get off and walk. And as
loneg &5 you treat 3l drivers as idiots who are just about fo fiing open the door of their parked car,
or cut you up with ther horrible 424, or squash you with their ghastly bendy bus, youll b= okay.
Of course there are other disadvantages, like smving at your destination sodden with sweat
and with hideous ‘helmet hair'. Sexy clothes and biking don't go fogether, so one has to pop
into an alleyway to change, hopping about on one foot and lkooling 3 bit of 3 twit. And of course,
cycling is no fun i torrential rain. Drivers can be aggressive, but 've met with 3 kot of politeness.
Perhaps it's because | look harmless footing along with my basket of shopping.

That said, how friendly 5 London to cyclists? There is still a scandalous lack of facilties. Ever
noticed how few cycle racks adorn our strests? So we have to lock our bikes to 3 parking meter
ora larnjl:-pus-t The bike then falls over and gets damaged. or trips up 3 pedestrian. Waorse still,
marny raiings have a sign saying '‘Bikes will be removed — railings of offices whaoss bosses arrive
ezach day i chauffeur-driven cars and, best of all, railings at a heart hospital! Isn't that lunatic?

Still,  you lowve London there's no better way 1o see £, On a bike, if's you who owns the city,
instead of the city cwning you.
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English Department Unit 2 & 3 reading tasks September 2017

2

REINVENTING THE WHEEL

Charies Starmer-Smith rediscovers a lost love.

My own conversion to cycling has come Iste. | remember childhood holidays in France
where | would pedal among the villages in search of bread and adventure, revelling in
the freedom of pedsal power as | sped past vineyards, forests and fields, imagining |
was one of the Tour de France greats.

Then came adolescence and girls and guitars and cars. Cycling was no longer cool
and the limitations of a bike. rather than its freedoms, became all too apparent. |t
couldn't play Pearl Jam on the stereo, with the roof down and s pretty girl in the
passenger sesat, like my battered silver Mini.

However, there is nothing like purchasing new gear to give you an inflated sense of
your sporting prowess. Only a week ago, tackling the gentle contours of Richmond
Park, | was puffing like 8 man on an epic ascent of some legendary aipine peak. Now,
dressed in the outfit | spent a small fortune on this morning, | stnde down the stairs
with new purpose, ready to join the British Lycra Brotherhood. | feel streamlined and
ready for anything the Alps of Surrey can throw at me.

‘I want a divorce." My wife's words stop me in my tracks. She looks both amused and
homfied as | put on my helmet and fluorescent bib. “You look like a Village People

tribute act’' Deflated, | hurry past the mirror and wheel my bike out info the winter
drizzle for the short journey to the North Downs.

A wave of smugness washes over me as | weave easily through the noisy commuters
and choking traffic which stall everyone else’s progress. One right furn towards Box
Hill and suddenly...silence.

*Remember to join the HWB class — see your teacher for further details
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The North Downs Way, which runs from Hampshire through Surrey, awaits. The first
rays of sun streak across the chalk hillside, but there’s still a chill in the air. | zip up
my jersey, looking enviously st the thick coats of the sheep. But | soon forget the
cold. With the wind at my back | hear the hum of the tyres and the whirr of the chain.
Below me a pstchwork of green fields. No deadlines. No delays. For these precious
moments | care for little but the verdant hills and plunging valleys — and the panoramic
views my efforts have eamed.

The British Lycra Brotherhood — for whom momings, evenings, weekends and holidays
are sll sbout pedal power and for whom travel is not just about the destinstion but the
journey there — can welcome its |atest recruit. My love of cycling has come full circle.

But how has it come to this? The rise of cycling in Britain has been well documented.
A string of champions on the track, from Chris Hoy to Victoria Pendleton, and now on
the road, with the new Sky Team led by Bradley Wiggins, has done much to inspire a8
new generstion of Britons on to their bikes.

Aided by an overpriced and overcrowded transport system and savings from the ‘Cycle
to Work' initiative, the btcyde is now seen as an answer o rising carbon emissions.

But it is the escapism it gives that is the real draw. You don't need to emulate the
endless wave of intrepid cyclists crossing the Americas or circumnavigating the globe
to be part of this revolution.

The landscape of Britsin is perfect for cycling. Across every hill and valley, country
lane and woodland track, the national cycle network covers a8 mind-boggling 10,000
miles, and we are clocking more than a million journeys on these routes each day.

QTejepragh Med\e Group Lid 2010

waw Derishcytiing. org. uk
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Q: Compare and contrast what Bill Bryson and Max Davidson think about Manchester. [10 marks]

I took a irain io Manchesier and, having left home kie, it was four o'clock and peiiing on for dark
by the time 1 emerped rom Piccadilly suation, The streets were shiny with rain, and bagy with
tralfic and huarrying pedestrians, which pave Manchesier an attractive big-city leel. For some
Idally inzane reason, | had bookad & room in an ex ve hotel, My room was on the eleventh
floor, bat it seemed like the eighty-fifth, such were the views. Manchester seemed eaormous - a
houndles w:phmﬂd dim yellow hg;nurrhd arreets filled with show-moving irallic,
I played mEWmﬂ'mdemdmmMufmFanﬂfma air of trowsers
m1h&lmﬁﬁl al these prices 1 was desermined 1o exiract fall value [rom 1 BGE
even though 1 that the trousers would come out with permanent pleats in the L places.
That done, | went oul for o walk and 1o find 3 place 10 eal.
I walked for zome distance bui the only places 1 could [md were either the kind of national chamns
with big plasiic menas and dismal food, or holel dining fooms where you had 1o pay £27.95 lor
three courses of pompoas description and overcooked disappoiniment.
Eveniaally 1 ended ap i Chinatown, which announces | luﬂtmrldwlm:blimlmn'ﬁﬂmh
ﬁmmenﬂ]mnmmmlmﬂ boses hearn. ‘The betier-booking restanranis were packed, so 1 ended
iy going o some Updtame place, whene the décor wag [y and the food banely OE. When the bill
camie, 1 moticed an extra change marked “S.07, "What's that? 1 said o the waitress, who had, 1
ghould like (o nole, been uncommonly surly throughot,
“Service charps.'
I looked &1 her in surprise. “Then i% there also 4 space here lor a up?
She gave me a hnrad,nn:hing-m.;wiﬁlh.w nl'lrua.ap 3
“That’s werrible, 1 aaid. “You're just ncki le inlo Upping rwice,"
She gave a heavy sigh, ag il nl'l-eJll'l“::rl hmnulfle'r:ﬂl::prnm TMI 10 Bee maAnAgerT
The ofler was made in 3 lone thal suppesied thal il | were (o see the manager ([ woald be wilh
aome of his boys in a back alley. 1 decided notl to press the maser, and instead retarned o the
alreels and had a long, purposeles walk Through Manchesiers dank and sirangely ill-hi giresls 1
u:nm'1 reum:nhﬂ a darker ':rm I conldn’t 2ay where | wenl exactly becanse Manchesiers siresis
rivugly indistinguishable to me. 1 Gl 1 was | wmimgmﬂtmdnfurbanhmhn.
I'-'emuiﬂ]fm -mdad tp beide the prean dark bulk of lI'rE Arndale Cenire. What & monamenial
t:u | El!lppi]!-l! J_‘i:'l.l!l-lmié b nmrlﬂ;rﬂ :.':I Lﬂp;ﬂthum:, 1o be able 1w shop
undercover bar al s HCE 0 Resd, & i Sve Impedimen] fo a |
walk 1 hlhehT::FInufﬂEulynmn&ummmuimﬂmmfuluhuﬂulmmluﬁm
the world's m'#:al; :ndmdaﬁdmlpamdup{umm‘urmmmmgmwlmmdﬁ-
heads m:l tattooed arms were using an ouizide wall for that purpose. It
enly ooourred to me that it was geming ke and the sireets were awlally empay ol respectable-
chaps like me, 20 1 decided o get back o my hotel before pu:n'lemsumiaru
| awoke early nthdml'l the siresis determined 1o lorm some fixed impression of the ciry, My
problem with Manchester, you see, i that 1 have no imape of it none at all. 1t is an airpon with a
city anached, Il | haven't pod & very clear image of the u::ul.lirl g ned entired [all. “Shaping
Toearrow's City “Today™ is the official bocal motto, but in fact HMJ:% of two minds
aboul 18 in [he word. Al Catbelield, wern By L cleani
up old wl:::{ﬁnum recobhbling the qua].'ndﬂ,u“r pULTE h“]!regh cnagﬂﬂlﬂd?m nnrmﬁd Arc
Inothnidges and scallening aboul 4 generows assoriment of old-[a benches and lampposia
H].' :I'n tiene they have Nnehed, you will be able 1o see what life would have been like in nineleenth-
Hunuhnlnﬂ'ﬂt:yhdhdnﬁm—bam:udmémlillﬂﬁmm Salford Quayd, on [he
hey have done everything they can 1o oblilerate the pasi, creating a kind of mini-
Tfl:-lﬂag o lI'u: gite of (he once-booming docke of the Manchegier Ship Canal. 108 Uhe mogl
exiraordinary place — a huddle of plassy modern oflice baildings and executive Mais in the middle
of & vagl urban mowhere, all of (hem ssemingly smply.
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MANCHESTER: Another Angel of the North

[E=r

Lot ana Cutas

EErrerl Manchester doesn't blow ifts own trumpet,
Backganrs B Mk butf it's & perfect place for a city break,

Fescte says Max Davidson.

v el Tradre

T ala a0,

The pesple of Manchester ana nol sow 10 laugh at themsalvas, end a lack
af pomgosity I8 pure Manchastar — & greal city, but also an oddly shy city,
nol guile sure of lse in company. Il would rather play ha dawn than give
itzal mirs and gracas.

Becmusa Manchesier has naver blvan its own frumpat, it has navar roally
figured on the fourst map of Ewrope. But make no mistake, it balongs an
that map. If Manchester wera in France or Garmany, wa waulkd visit it in
droves. In fact, in many ways il 18 the perfac {}"I:.'-DI'EHH destination:
accassible, rmasonably compact, bul blessad wih a bewildanng vanaty af
altraclions, inE:IuEIir'lg a clubeh of EII.IFIErt'I frese muosaums such as e
Peaple's Hislary Mussurn. Al Easler a new indaor aliraclion for lamiies,
fher Legoland Discovery Cenire, is due to open in the iy Throw in the
Mabalink, a tram system that would delight Londamaers, and yau have the
complete package

The bad mews abaul Manchesbar should e gat oul of the way firsl. The waather is unpradiciable, which s
being Kind bo if, and il you ama vieiling it is best o pack thermals and an umbrella. Bul what is & drop of rain
bedwesan Iriends —|'.'|-3|"|.i-i‘.'pl.l|ﬂl"|!|' when thars is &9 much b do indaons?

Ewery year, Manchealer seams o throw up something new, whathar il is a slale-al-the-art museum, & funky
restaurant, ar a senously oool holel. The Light. where | am staying. is S0 now you can almost ssmell o
perint dry, Bud what a brlliant place, |t is n the fashionable Harbem Quarter, a clester of wacky boudiques
and wagan cafes and dusty record shops, | hawve dinner in & supar-styish restawant, packed with young
peopla, and then mave an to Matt and Phrad's, & Manchestar instibution, fablad far its Ive jpzz. Couplas
canaodla in dark comears o the sirains of a saxophona. Ouissda, the rain is IIII'I'I|I'Q gvam in slair-rods, bud
somehow hal anly adds o he cosinass of the salling.

frchilecturaly, Manchesber is & mess, bul a glorious mess. |1 is hard 1o ind an area in which aach building
Hands hamanaushy with its neighbowrs, Everything is higgledv-pingledy: a crumirling Yictaran pile here, a
shiny now ofice bock there. Architectural masierpicons stand alongsde buildngs that should never have
gof planning parmission

O the okdar buikdings, the real gem is tha John Rylands Library, a §tle Victorian masierpiece nesting in a
tarast of shops and affices. However, if thal 12 nol your bag, then head for The Laowry. a8 gallery and
performing arts cantra at Sallord Quays. It is ten years old but sill seems Intoxcatingly new, & ot of
modern cullure in 8 once derelcl canalside selling. Cenlra stage, inevilably, are the painlings of LS. Lowry,
bul there is S0 muwch mare 1 The Lowry than e painings of Lowry.

Take a bridge across the Ship Canal from The Lowry and you oomae fo the superb Impemal War Museum. 1
is not just a thrilling space, architecturally, but the parfact museum for an age sceplical about war, The
exhibils do not celebrate deeds of bravary, but document the human cost of war, from cvilian casualtias o
MESS migratan.

Elsawhera im tha by, Urbia, tha onca l:;l.IIII"IQ-E'l:IQEI axhiion cenfra, 18 due (o dosa [EH'IBIIII'E'H:.I and apEn
&gain as the Mational Foolball Museum. The Musaum of Sciencs and Indushey is alse baing refurbished.

o — p- A -

LIS
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¢ —— LR DR B
v Beaing spocts-mad, | kaap the best 1o last: a visit o Od Trallord, the Theats of
Lrn vl Covon Dreams, home of Manchester Uniled. Greal memanes come flooding back as

T | walk down Sic Matt Basby Wiy and pause 1o admire the stabue of the Holy
Pectirrare A ey Trnity of the sixtas —- Bobby Charlton, Denis Law and Georga Bast

Padts The Manchastar United shop, with its red sea of tacky marchandise, s not foe
Wl OA) Toan! the aquaanush. What loving parant would dress a baby n a Wayna Roonay
[rep——" rompar sull? But the club musaum can be recomamandad 1 anyone wilh aven

the remotast inlerest in foolball 1t I8 nol st & standacd colleclion of ophy
cabinels and signed foolball shirts, bid & calebration of the role football has
playaed in the e of Manchastar

The 1658 Munich mr disastor laft a whola cily in maurmng, but the rebuikling
ol Manchaster United, years of success on the pitch, and the subseguant
omorgonca of a world super-brand, have af mace ordmnary Mancunians walk
that litte bit telkar

With graat interachive exhibils, including a chance 1o Iry your shills as a
commentator, and replays of wonder goals bombarding you from every
diractan, 4 is hard o suppress a smia of pura pleasure. Foothal suddenly
saams lika the Beauliful Game again, not tha sowr, cynical industry it con
sometimes resamble

| am just having a quial coflee In the musaum cate whan a famihar figure in &
tracksull comas busting paal. S Alax Ferguson, no Wes, beaming like Father
Chnstmas,

'How mre you doang, son? he says, patling ny elbow

Son? | am aver 5. And why 18 he grinnng? How does he know | s not &
Chelsaa fan? Or a plain<clothes relarea?

It 5 an unexpaciedly warm welcome, bul somahow It sums up my visd o
Manchastar, city of surpeisas, the pade of northem England

Pack your Iharmals, 10 be on the sale side Then gal on the next vain
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Q: Compare and contrast what the two texts say about the impact of Fairtrade on people in developing
countries. [10 marks]

Howw fair is Fairtrade?

The Fairtrade label is increasingly common. But while shoppers seem keen to pay a little
ower the odds for Fairfrade products, | have to ask how effective it really is im helping
farmers in developing countries.

Fairtrade ucts are popping up ewerywhere. Gone are the days when you had to trek to an
nﬂme-heﬁnm SFHIJ#]-F‘I;E I:-!Er,' E chocolate bar or a vn:lhrjun??p:r. r'-h.l.lﬁr;.:::l:u just nesd o visit
the High Street. Topshop sells Fairtrade tunics, bubble fops and racer-back vests. Marks and
Spencer works with more than 800 Fairtrade cotton farmers in developing countries, using their
cotton to produce chinos, j2ans and 3 host of fashion Bems. Sainsbury'’s sells Fairtrade coffee
and chocolate, and recently announced that the only bananas it will sl in future will come from
Fairtrade producers.

There are more than 2,500 product Bnes in the UK that carry the Fairtrade mark. Last year we
spent £290 milion on Fairtrade food, furniture and clothing. The aim of Fairtrade is clesr — to get
a betier daal for producers in developing countries. In order to win the Fairtrades tag, companies
havs to pay morz than the markst price for their produects. This means producers hawe extra
maney o irvest in edecation for their children and other social nesds.

But | am not totslly corvinced that Fairtrade is a good idea. By focusing just on getiing a fair price,
the Fairtrade movement doesn't encourage mechanisation so workers are forced o confinue
doing back-breaking work and don't escape poverty.

o how fair is Fairtrade? Is it just about petting workers in developing countries fo sccapt their
situation by giving them, at bast, just a little bit more? | suspect that Fairtrade can end up being
a trap for workers in dewsloping countries, making them depsndent on chanty-minded shoppers
in the ¥West. | worry that these workers can become prisoners of our shopping habits as they
dep=nd on us paying higher prices for their goods.

e all want o be charitable to people who are less forfunais than we are, but | would also ask
hiowi & few extra pennies a day from Fairtrade can be celebrated 35 an outstanding achievement
far the poor. | recently read sbout some Fairtrade farmers in Peru who were baing paid abouwt
£2 a day for working from Gam to 4.20pm. This is more than they normaly =am, but not much
mare. Yk are surely right to be concemed that the Fartrade movement is focusing on ncreasng
1.'r|§|dgE fairly small amounts rather than really changing poor coundries through development
and modernisation. Perhaps Fairtrade is more about flattering Western shoppers than changng
the lives of people in developing coundries. it appesls to our vanity and makes us feel pood about
oursehes but reslly does Bte to improve the Ives of the poor.

It s=ems to me that Fairtrade s not the best way out of poverty for everyone.

*Remember to join the HWB class — see your teacher for further details
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Going for Gold?
Just make sure it’s Fairtrade

Often | have nights when | complain that I'm so tired | feel as though I've been working down 3 mine all
day. Like most people, | have no concept of how hard some people — mostly in developing countries and
mostly female — work fo bring us luxury goods. But now that | am in a gold-mining village called San Luis
in the middle of the desert in Peru, I'm beginning
to get the idea.

Mine shafts are given femals namss but it's
forbidden for women to enter them, which is
why women are relegated to the back-breaking
work of grading rubble on the surface. When |
pet permission to enter one of the mine shafts
— called 'Diana’ — | have no idea how amyone
could work there Dark, dusty and sometimes
wet, it keeps making me think of the Chilzan gold
miners who wers trappad for 68 days. The only
light is from my helmet, and there are steep, dark
drops to seams below us in the mountain. | suffer
both wertigo and claustrophobia.

Over the past few years, we have becoms familar
with the term lood diamonds’, gems minad by
workers in terrible conditions that are sold to fund
the arms trade. But we know littie about where
the rest of our jawellery comes from. There are
no big chunks of gold in these mines, st gold
dust that has to be extracted by crushing rock
into powder before it is treated with mercury and
cyanide. In San Luis, there are opencast mines next to where children play. Houses are made of old
sacks. The minars are on desperately low wapes, thare is no créche and there are no safety rules for
the handling of chemicals and dynamite. Child Iabour is common. "My children are thin and small,’ say=
Yessica, the wife of a miner and a mother of two. | find it hard to believe that anyone involved in this
industry is poverty stricken when gold selis for over £1,000 an cunce. But of course, these miners recsive
just a fraction of the price the gold brings in the West

Unit 2 & 3 reading tasks

September 2017

Howsaver, | am also in Peru to see the first Fairtrade gold
extracted from the Peruvian mines. The villags of Santa
Filomena, home to 3,000 people and situated in 3 remois
mountain area, is one of only nine places in the world
producing Fairtrade gold, and it is almost foo good to be trus.

The difference betwesn Santa Filomena and the neighbouring
willage of San Lus, which 5 not Fairtrade, s enormous.
Fairtrade miners eam £250 3 month and an extra 5% for
being ervironmentaly-friendly. Santa Filomena straddles a
river and this means the mine is wet. which can be hazardous,
causing rock falls. However, while the big mining companies
will blow up a mountainside, the Fairtrade miners respect the
environment. To be rated Fairtrade', the dangeous chemicals
usad to treat the gold in the mines are not allowed to enter
the eco-system.

In Santa Filomena, there are shops, a health clinic, sick pay.
matemity leave and rapidly improving sanitation. There is no
running water but there are proper wooden housas instead of
shums. There is 3 créche and a school.

| speak to Paulina, 25, who toils sorting rubble and who has

invited me to her home to meet her children, Jennifer, neary 3,
and Shamel, 5. Her husband is also 3 miner. Paulina came here to find wark and her house is two rooms,
with 3 tiny stove and a coop of chickens outside. What doss she want her children to be when they
grow up? ‘I don't want them to be miners. But now there is a way out — at least they get to go to school,
she says.

Each week, the gold is carried up the mountain by the miners and then driven to La Paz where it is refined
and exported. A lump is placed in my hands. It's big and heavy and worth about £30,000. Fairtrade gold
means some of the poorest people in the world, working in 3 very dangerous industry, have protection
and 3 future.
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Q: Compare what these texts say about the effects of flying and tourism. [10 marks]

Addressing binge flying iz vital for the climate

Almost all of us are hwypoorites about climate change. We know that it is real, and
desperately serious. Yet, we are in & shocking muddle sbout how to relaste our
personal behaviowr fo the phenomenon.

Far those who inhabit the developed world, opportunities for fravel represent the most
significant new personal freedom of the past half-century. Even as recenfly as the
1860s, hitch-hiking to Greece or Turkey was a big deal for the adventurous young
middle class. South America and Australia were almost off the map. Today, it is
possible to fly cheaply almost amywhere, and we all do. Every amiving jet at Mairobi or
Bu=snos Ares disgorges crowds of founists, and short bresks, which mean intensive
plane use, are booming.

Cormnmon sense fells us that all this is environmentally disastrous. et common senss
also tells wus that towrism is doing gresat things for the economies and people of poor
coundries all over the world. Carbon emissions soar a5 8 result of fiving flowers and
vegeiables to Eurcpe and Amenica from Africa and Mesdoo, Yet if that traffic stoppsd,
rriillicns of nesdy peopls in the grower’s trade would suffer

All this leswes mamy of us confused. Relatively spasking, the trewel boom has hardly
started. In the decsdes shesd many more milions will possess the means and the
desire fo fly further and more often. The Chinese, for example, heve anly just begun to
discover the joys of holidsying abroad. Swggesting o people who we in the third word
tnat they should nof fravel is like the modern, WViestern enthusiasm for ssving Africa’s
grest animals after slaughtering them for two centuries.

Ewven in the West, it iz not popular for any government to try fo reduce the passion for
fiyimg. Flying could be made more expensive, but it does not sound good if the poor
cannot travel while the rich stay airbome.

The obvious way foreard would be fo fax aviation fusl and end the ridiculows situation
whers flying is cheap but driving a car is expensive. Howswver, it is almost impossible to
resch an international agreemant which would stick, or persuade people to pay more
to fly

The bad news for the environment is that it = impossible o belisve that the globsl
tranvel boom will stop. Whatever is done in Britain, or ofher Wesiern counfries, many
other nations that hawve only just begun to edpersnoe prosperity have no imtention of
depriving their citizens of its privileges.

However, that is no reason for us to do nothing. Indeed, it would be rresponsible not to
do anything. YWe must impose some discipline on our own travel, refusing to give in to
'binge flying'. Howewer, only & minority of people, the same kind who buy organic
products, are likely fo listen. Most of us change our habits only whan we are made to
do so. Vie will fiy less only when it hurds our pockets too much to fiy more, but that will
not be easy to enforce.
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WHEN IT’S GOOD TO FLY
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First we say you've got to fly less. Now we're saying you have to jet across the planet to stay in eco-luxury. Life’s confusing, says Mark Hodson

e oA

Flying is had, right? Mobody with a social consciesce should My
halfway round the workd on holiday, spewing carson bnto the
alrmpq:l'l:n_-.

Well, it depemds, I we wenz all to stop trivelling to developing
countrics temorrow, who would suffer? Mot just us, bt hondreds of
thaosamds of people whose liveliboods depend on toarism. We've
spent a generation trying to persusde poople in poor countries
throughaout the workd that if they protect their bcal ecosysiems,
w1l pay them a rewarding visit, 5o, doowe walk pway from the
rainforest eeo-lodges, commumity-mn salan camps and
conservation diving schools just because environmentalists tell ws
two?

This does wot give s the rght o whise aroand the woeld, bat it
shwuld remind us that travel, when organised with care, can be a

preat force for pood.
PORINI CAMP, Kenya

Adrican mational parks are a pood thing. That's a no-brainer, i=n't
it? But what happens on the other side of the fence? In Kemya, it
turms ot that the local Masai people felt exchuded and their fechings
weren't cxactly hoosted by the busloads of tourists who wene
herded into their villages to stare at the "colourful" natives. Mo
surprise, then, that the Masai contimsed to hunt protectod animals,
which they regarded as a threat rather than a beneli,

Bt Jake Cook, & white Kenyan, had an idea, Why not open o camge
on Masai-owned land outside the national park, coploy bocal
peogde to build and mn it, and pay them rent? Mot only woald the
tribes reag a real benelit from tourizm, they would also have an

incentive to conserve the wildlife, Visitors, in tom, would
cRpericnee a genmincly warm weloome and get the mun of & vast
wrea of wildermess,

The result 1s Ambolest Porn, a small teated camp a few miles
north of Ambolesi National Park. Becasse only twelve visitors o
day arc allowed in, the animals — clephants | chestahs, lions and
leopands — remain genuinely wikl and wnaccustomed to the sight of
vehicles.

GROOTBOS, South Africa

On paper, the Groothes private nature reserve looks as though it
it Tae v gosolic-goodie to be e, A five-star ecoo-reaort, it s so
envirgmmendally friendly that i lectures iis guests aboul trees and
seaweed.

Dl sl weorthy'? Mot when yon pet there, Barely visible From the
road, the hoted hugs a wooded hillside overlooking a prodected wild
beach. It's stylish and comfortable, with cosy cottages hidden
among trocs. The hotel's ethos i “luxory, conssrvation and soecial

responsibility”. The owner has opened a gandening school, the first
in South Adrica, to train jobless men from the searby town, and
huili four foothall [riﬂ.'hu; Tor local schoolkids. The children can
phay only i they turm o with a bag of mabbish o recycle.

Trained puides — also recruited from the local owms — walk peests
through the grounds, pointing out the wildlife and some of the

9 T plant spocies. Even il you lsave only a passing interest in
plants, you'll be entranced.

SHINTA MANI, Cambodia

There aren’t many hotels shere you can phone room service and
ofder two live piglets. But then Shinta Mani is oo ordisary botol.
works with the local community b take young people out of
powerty and set them up i s carcer i the hodel industry . Bach year,
the: hobel takes 20 dismhantaged youngsters and puts them through
its owm haspitality school. Guests can sponsor & student in
exnchange for photos and progress ropaonts o support local villagers:
a donation of £45 buys a freshwater well, whils £40 pays lor the
prair o pigglets that an enterprising local Tamily rise and sell on for
a profit,

All well and good, bat how is the hotel? With all those students
rumnning around, are you in for a Cambodian-style Fasdty Towers
cxpericnce? Happily not. The service is outstanding , and the stall
are polite and frendly.

ZEAVOLA, Thailand

When the tsunami swept over Thailamd's coast, one of the worst
alfected arcas was Ko Phi Phi. 1o the wecks after the disaster, there
was alk that touram was lndshed, The islanders had other ideas.
A sparkling example of Phi Phi's resorpence can be seen in
Zeavola, a sumptoons hotel on s white-sand besch. Goests stay in
villas built in the style of a raditional village, and dinc at a seaffont
restawrant. Sisce it opencd,, the hotel has worked with a bocal school
which was badly hit by the tsunami. A donation is made Tfor cach
nrighl! i grsesl ﬂ.-rx,-'ll the Iocals have rl:puin:l the schoal which
now has a new classmoom and a playground, The hotel also docs
goad work inthe community — donating stafl amd materials for
clean-up projects.

Mark Hodson (The Sunddy Timds)

*Remember to join the HWB class — see your teacher for further details




