English Department Unit 2 & 3 reading tasks September 2017

Practice questions

Key points to remember:

v’ Explain = make a point and GIVE REASONS;

v' Highlight what is asked for in question;

v’ Track through the text from top to bottom;

v’ Systematically work through — point (adjective) /evidence
(quote);

v" You will need to use connectives such as: because, as a result,
due to, so when explaining the reasons why!

v Time and marks:
* 5 marks = 7-8 minutes reading and answering the question;
* 10 marks = 15 minutes reading and answering the question;

v You’re aiming for:
* 4-5 points = 5 mark questions
*8-10 points = 10 mark question

*Remember to join the HWB class — see your teacher for further details




English Department Unit 2 & 3 reading tasks September 2017

Q: Explain why some coffee lovers are turning their backs on Fairtrade [5 marks]

Text E explains why some people now choose to buy products that are not Fairfrade.
Why are coffee lovers turning their backs on Fairtrade?

At Workshop Coffee, customers savour their £4 Colombian coffees. It looks like caffeine heaven, but
head of production Richard Shannon says some people think something is missing, “If it doesn't have
a Fairtrade logo then we must be holding the farmer down and standing on his neck whilst we steal
his coffee.” Workshop is one of a number of specialist coffee companies that says it is committed
to fair trade, but doesn't have the certificate to prove it. Companies like this, which boast about their
ethical sourcing of coffee, are choosing not to join the Fairtrade labelling scheme.

This is bad news for Fairtrade, which saw UK sales fall for the first time ever last year, by 4%. This
has largely been blamed on discount retailers such as Aldi and Lidl carrying far fewer Fairtrade lines
than supermarkets like Sainsbury's. But Fairtrade is also being affected at the top of the market
by high-end companies like Workshop who complain that Fairtrade doesn't pay enough for quality
coffee. Many suppliers believe their trade is already fairer than Fairtrade. Last year, Workshop paid
on average £6.50 per kilo, nearly twice as much for coffee as Fairtrade did. And, as they point out,
Fairtrade doesn't provide farmers with any greater guarantee of future income.

Growers for the speciality market are able to call the shots. As the premium coffee market expands,
producers get more power to choose who they sell to and for how much. The growth of the market
also creates opportunities for more producers to benefit. Each year new farmers join as they see
their neighbours being highly rewarded for producing high quality coffee.

There are doubis about the effectiveness of Fairtrade in getting a good deal for workers. The system
guarantees prices for producers and money for social projects, but it can't ensure that those who
receive these payments spread the benefits. Many Fairtrade co-operatives employ people whose
wages are lower and who work in worse conditions than those non-Fairtrade areas. One poor use
of the Fairtrade payment was in a tea farm where the modern toilets (funded with Fairtrade money)
were only used by senior managers.

Some people are now beginning to question the faimess of Fairtrade and to ask, “Is it Fairtrade? Or
is it fairly traded?”

*Remember to join the HWB class — see your teacher for further details




English Department

Unit 2 & 3 reading tasks

September 2017

Q Explain how and why the problems of climate change are likely to get worse, according to this
factsheet [10 marks]

WWF FACTSHEET

Mowhere is mafe from the efects of climaie
change, and we are secing the frst signs of
change now. (laciers are already melling in
places as far apan as Switzerland and New
Zoaland, Bringing with them avalanches, goil
croghon and dramatic changes 1o river Nows,
Whiles Mount Kenya's larpest glacier has los
02 per cemt of it mass since the late 1800s,
2} placiers in the eastern Himalayas have
dizappeared in the lasi centary. These stark
staliglics speak for ihemselves.

foway from the mountaing, the oocans and
RoQS ane wanming, cauging coral b die and
purlimg many mariee creabores ol risk. Global
warming las camsed Arctic lemperatnes o Hge
by 5°C over the past 106 years, and the smound
of sea ice — essential o the survival of the polar
beswr — has decreased by gix per cent over the
past M} years. Abready, fewer tham 44 per cend
smurvive the ice-frec scasom.

Ciodd killls prerms amd discase-hearing insecis
such ax the mosquito. Bal as the plamel warms
up, germs, bacteria and other carriers will
multiply. Longer amnd hotier healwaves cansed
by climale change are already creating perfect
hreeding conditions for rats amd ofher pesis, and
digenses such as plague amd malaria are on the
T ARE,

Scientisls around the world are telling us
wrpendhy thal climate chanpe is real, i is here,
il il 1% Lerious.

Ad the specd oar climale s changing, Oee
workd will soom be warmees than 81 any Ui i6
the last 10006 years, Climate seienlisls ane
welling us 1o expect an average lemperaiure
increase of hetween 1 A°C and 5.8°C over the
nexi JIHD years,

Warmer water occupics more space than
cold wader, 50 as the oceans gradually heat op,
they also expand -~ threalening bo nendate ke
lying coasial repioms, many Pacifie islawls, and
orasial wellamds as Far alicld as Arpestina and
Bangladeah, Migeria and the Unied Staices.

Het it's not just warmer wealher that's
ciwsing concem. We ane talking about climabe
change, mol jusi plobal warming, aml this is
Hkely 1o cauge mone weather extremes, ssch as
vy rainfall, storme and Moods, or
drought. El Nifio periods, which already tum
the: westher wpside down in the Pacific every
few years, may becoms more Mrequent and
imlemnse,

Among the olber viclims of climale change
willl by soemiy ol owr most treasured habitals and
gpocies. Some anmmals will ba able o adapt oa
warmer world, but for many the change will be
oy abrupd amd they will dic. Becangse wi've
disstroyed so many wikl spaces, some specics
will simply have mo switable place 1o which
they cam move.,

Scientists now predict a 60 per cesd loss of
summer sca ice by aromnd 3050, which woald
mire than donbkle the Arclic™s oe-frec scnsoen
Froam Gl 1o 150 days. Sea oo is wsed by polar
brars as a platform [rom which they haml
ringged amd bearded seals, their primary prey.
Retreating jce cover and longer ice-lree periods
Henit ik thie the bears can spesd on ihe ioe, 5o
they will have 1o use more of their vital fai
pesourees 1o survive during the longer smmimer
seasmin, That meams their body weight willl fall -
andd lower hody weight reduces female hears'
ahifity 10 produce milk, which in tum leads 10
preader mawkality wmong cubs.

I the UK, winders sl bocomms setler and
guinmmers will bocodms diber. Sea lovels will
continne 1o fise, thicalenmg the south and casi
coasts i particular, Skiing in Scotland i likely
i become a thimg of the past as the amoust of
snowiall decreases by up 1o W per ceml, There
are even some sugpestions thal climate change
oould affect the Golfl Stream, giving the Brish
Igles a colder rather tham a warmoer climate. We
simply cam”l predict with bdal cofaimty whal
willl happen. Bl do we really wanl o risk soch
potential consequences? Homay not be oo lae
For action — so long as we acl mow.

*Remember to join the HWB class — see your teacher for further details
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Q: Explain why Yossarian chooses to stay in the hospital [10 marks]

Read carefully the passage below. Then answer all the questions which follow ir.

The passage printed below is an extract from ‘Catch-22" in which the author. Joseph Heller, wrote about
the madness of war. The main character, Yossarian, is an officer in the American air force in World War 2.

Yossarian was determined to stay in the hospital forever rather than fly one more mission. He could
relax in the hospital, since no one there expected him to do anything. All he was expected to do in the
hospital was die or get better, and since he was perfectly all right, getting better was easy.

Being in the hospital was better than being shot at over [taly or France.

There were usually not nearly as many sick people inside the hospital as Yossarian saw outside the
hospital. There was a much lower death rate inside the hospital than outside the hospital. Few people
died unnecessarily. People knew a lot more about dying inside the hospital and made a neater, more
orderly job of it. They couldn’t dominate Death inside the hospital but they certainly made her behave.
They had taught her manners. There was none of that crude, ugly dying that was so common outside
the hospital. They did not blow up in mid-air like Kraft, or freeze to death the way Snowden had
frozen to death in the back of the plane. They didn’t drown or get struck by lightning. They didn’t get
shot or stabbed. There were no famines or floods. Nobody choked to death. People bled to death like
gentlemen in an operating room or expired without comment in an oxygen tent. There was none of
that ‘now-you-see-me-now-you-don’t” business which was so much in fashion outside the hospital.

*Remember to join the HWB class — see your teacher for further details




English Department Unit 2 & 3 reading tasks September 2017

Q: Explain the events that led to Chrissie seeing what was going on in her house. [10 marks]

10
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Thisz story is told by a girl called Chrizsgie.

My brothers, Charles and James, were always after my room; | wish I'd let them have it. They
had a room each when we lived in Iffley Road, but they =aid they wouldn't mind sharing if they
could have ming because it was the biggest, after Mum and Dad'z, and it had a bay window
over the porch, with a seat in it. It was the window-seat they wanted. If it had been their room,
I'd never have ztayed on the buz that time.

It only took about ten minutes to walk to the city centre, but that Saturday it was coming up to
Christmas and | was loaded with shopping =0, unusually for me, | cavght a bus home. The bus
was packed, and although I'd normally sit downstairs, this time | went upstairs because there
was only one empty seat on the lower deck, between two people with Christmas trees. One
wags arfificial, that was OK, but the other one was real, with lethal twigs sticking out. It had two
spikes at the top instead of one. | didnt fancy them shoved up my nose when | sat down, so |
went upstairs. | wish I'd risked the spikes.

There weren't many people on the top deck so | grabbed the nearest seat, the little one on its
own at the top of the stairs. It's on the near side, next to the pavement. If I'd sat on the other
zide I'd have been looking out into the road. | wouldn't have seen anything. I'd hawve got off at
the right stop.

| wag leaning my head against the window of the bus and what | saw, as the bus came crawling
up Iffley Road, was that the light was on in my room. The traffic was really heavy and there
was a tail-back both ways. | was just getling all my stuff together when | saw that light shining
out of my window and | changed my mind. | thought, | bet that's the boys mucking about in my
room, and | decided to stay on the bus fill the next stop. Because | wanted fo look in. | wanted
to zee what they were up to. | thought it would give them a shock if they looked out and saw me
catching them red-handed in my room. But mainly | just wanted to look into the room because
I'd never been past our houze on the bus before, because we lived 2o near the bus stop. If only
I'd got off where | should have.

Someone rang the bell and people got off, but | didn't; | just 2at there, and | was just sitting there
when the bus came level with our house. | got a surprize when | looked into my room. There
were two people in thers. It wasn't the boys, it was Mum and Dad. They were talking to each
other. That's what | thought they were doing at first. | thought, when | gat in Fll say, "What were
vou and Dad talking about in my room, just now, eh? and they'd wonder how | knew. But the bus
didn't move and | saw that they weren't talking, they were having a row. Mum must have been
doing the beds because she was clutching my duvet, like she was hugging something precious
and it was half out of itz green cover. | make my own bed, of course, but I'd forgotten about it
with all the Chriztmas shopping, and | suppose she'd looked in and seen and gone in to do i
herzelf. If I'd done it she wouldn't have been in there when the buz went past.

*Remember to join the HWB class — see your teacher for further details
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Q: Explain why Charles Starmer-Smith thinks cycling is a popularand enjoyable activity [10 marks]

The Morth Downs Way, which runs from Hampshire throwgh Surrey, awaits. The first
rays of sum stresk scross the chalk hillside, but there’s =fill & chill in the aic | zip wp
my jersey, looking ervioushy st the thick coats of the shesp. But | scon forgst the
cold. With the wind at my back | hear the hum of the tyres and the whirr of the chain.
Balow me 8 patchwork of gresn fizlds. Mo deadlines. Mo delsys. For these precious
rmorments | care for little but the verdant hills and plunging valleys — and the panoramic
views my efforts hawe eamed.

Th= British Lycra Brotherhood — for whom momings, evenings, weekends and hobidays
are all about pedal powsr and for whom trevel is not just about the destination but the

jourmey there — can welcome is latest recruit. My love of cydling has come full circle.

But hiow has it come to this? The rise of oycling in Britain has besn well docurnentad.
& string of champions on the frack, from Chris Hoy to Victoria Pendlston, and now on
the road, with the new Sky Team l=d by Bradley Wiggins, has done much to imspire a
new generation of Britons on to their bikes.

Hided by an overpriced and overcrowded fransport system and savings from the 'Cycla
to Work' initiative, the bicycls is now seen 25 an answer o rising carbon emissions.
But it is the escapizm it gives that is the real draw. You don't nesd to emulste the
endless wawve of infrepid oyclists crossing the Americas or circumnavigating the globe
to be part of this revolution.

The landscape of Britsin is perfect for cycling. Across every hill and walley, country
lane and woodland frack, the national cycle network covers a mind-boggling 10,000
miles, and we are docking more than a million jowrneys on thess routes each day.

STefzgranh Pheoie Sroug Lid 2010

WA B CFTINg. g, Ik

*Remember to join the HWB class — see your teacher for further details
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Q: Explain why foxes became so popular [5 marks]

The Rise and Fall of Mr Fox

Once he had it all: good looks, fame and the affection of millions. As the hunting
season gets under way, Adam Edwards asks: where did if all go wrong?

© Alamy mages

In England. Mr Fox was hunted 35 vermin for centunes and he was always despised for his
killing for pleasure, particularly of chickens. But in the twentieth cantury, his image changed. He
becggme 35 lovable as Basd rB'ymslx as cute a5 a Disney character. N

So who then was to blame for giving the fox an image maksover, tumning him into 3 victim of
oppression? |t was the poet John Massfield. In 1818, he wrote his hugsely popular poem "Reynard
the Fox” which described the magic of country ie and demonstrated a touching compassion
for the animal. Ower the following years, slowly but surely, the fox started to benefit from a
public relations campaign that any X Facfor contestant would die for. Advertisers cast him as an
amusing fellow and Disney put the seal on his heroic status by turning him into a3 cartoon Robin
Hood in 1881's The Fox and fthe Hound.

The makeover coincided with the rise and rise of the urban fox. He was protected by an army (the
Animal Liberation Fron), fawned over by animal charities and bunny-huggers, and finally saved
from persecution by the law. He also began to find shelter among the houses of the suburbs and
their long. lush gardens. He made slow progress at first, but now it is 3 rare night when residents
in London do not record the camivore on the prowl The fox is regularly seen, even in daylight,
in supermarkeat car parks, behind shopping centres, and scrabbling through bins near fast food
shops. Each generation of faxes becomeas more used to the ways of the town and is more able
to deal with traffic. He has no predators, except man. and no shortape of food.

*Remember to join the HWB class — see your teacher for further details
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10

Al. Look at lines 1-14.
Explain carefully how and why Obed Ramoi=we became a miner in South Africa. [10]

Read carefully the story below. Then answer all the quertionr which follow 1.

The novel from which this extract v taken i set in Botrwana, which i1 a cowntry in southern Africa.

[ am Obed Ramotswe. I love my country and I am proud I was bom in Botswana. There's no
other country in Africa that can hold its head up as we can

I had mo desire to leave my country, but things were bad in the past. Before we built our
country we had to go off to South Africa to work. We went to the mines. The mines sucked our
men in and left the old men and the children at home. We dug for gold and diamonds and made
those white men rich. They built their big houses. And we dug below them and brought out the
rock on which they built it all.

[ was eizghteen when I went to the mines. My father said I should 2o, as his lands wers not good
enough to support me and a wife. We did not have many cattle, and we grew just enough crops to
keep us through the vear. 50 when the recruiting truck came from over the border I went to them
and they put me on a scale and listened to my chest and made me run up and down a ladder for
ten minutes. Then a man said that I would make a good miner and they made me writeé my name
on a piece of paper. They asked me whether I had ever been in any trouble with the police. That
was all.

*Remember to join the HWB class — see your teacher for further details




English Department

Unit 2 & 3 reading tasks

September 2017

Q: Explain why Fogle and Cracknell took part in the Atlantic race [5 marks]

The pair spent 49 davs rowing the Atlantic
in 2 tny boat, winning the world's toughest
rowing race, despite having spent only four
months preparing. hMost people, it is fair o
say, thought they were mad

Fogle has pressnted a number of TV
progranunes, including Animazl Park and Cash
in the Afttic. Unlike Cracknell, a two-time
Olymapic gold medallist at rowing, Fogle had
ne experience in the sport. 50 why do
something 5o extremsa?

“Tt gives yvou a hogs buzz,” he savs. Later
on though, he admits, “A psyvcholopist wouald
say It was a symptorn of not wanting to be
seer. 2= "Ben Bogle, presenter of Cash in the
Amic'. There is a lot more to me than that ™
Cracknell had only recently wom his sscond
zold medal a2t the Odympics when he bumped
into Fogle at 2 party. When Fogle askad if he
wionld be inderasted in rowing the Atlantc, his
answer was an emphatic “ne”. However,
the idea grew onm him, in part because of
confusion over his future career. Cracknell
says, Stopping sport is an incredibly tough
thing. 've had opportunities to do other
things, but if anyone a=sks what I'm doing
niow, nothing sounds as worthwhile as “I'm
training for the Clyvmpics’. You work to a
routing and everything is done for vou. Yoo
don’t have to zrow up.”

He thought he could use the tme away
fromn e-mail, the mobile and the pressures of
evervday life to think things through, and
make 3 final decisiom on whether to compste
in the naxt Olympics. "Yezh. Things didn't
guite work ocut like that™ he savs with a
sideways smile at Fogle

*Remember to join the HWB class — see your teacher for further details




