
The Southern States 



Learning Goal

To understand why prohibition failed

A-A*: To be able explain how literacy tests made it 
difficult for black people to vote 

C-B: To explain the reasons why black African 
Americans migrated to the North

G-D: To describe how the Jim Crow Laws affected the 
lives of black Americans 





How was the south racist? 



Look at these sources and think of all the ways in which 
blacks and whites were kept separate



Discrimination against Black Americans

In 1900, 12 million black people lived in the USA, 
75 percent of whom lived in the south.  They were 
discriminated against in housing, jobs, education 

and few of them had the right to vote. 

SEGREGATION - In the south, Blacks and Whites were kept separate

JIM CROW LAWS - official laws that made segregation legal



Jim Crow Laws “Separate but equal”

Jim Crow was the name of the racial laws 
that operated primarily in the South from 

1877 to the mid-1960s. 
Jim Crow was more than a series of rigid 

anti-black laws. It was a way of life. 
Under Jim Crow, African Americans were 
made to feel like a second class citizens. 

Education: The schools for white children and the schools for negro 
children shall be conducted separately. Florida

Intermarriage: All marriages between a white person and a negro, or 
between a white person and a person of negro descent to the fourth 
generation inclusive, are hereby forever prohibited. Florida

Restaurants: All persons licensed to conduct a restaurant, shall 
serve either white people exclusively or colored people exclusively 
and shall not sell to the two races within the same room or serve the 
two races anywhere under the same license. Georgia



What is segregation?

What were the Jim Crow Laws? 

Using the photographs explain how 
segregation and the Jim Crow Laws 
affected the lives of black 
Americans?

Questions



Voting in 1920s America



Literacy Test Louisiana 
given to black voters











Stick in your literacy test
Answer on the back 

What were the literacy tests and why did they 
make it so difficult for black Americans to vote? 

Other reasons why black Americans struggled to vote:
Racism and fear- fear of the KKK and lynching 



Listen to the song 
‘Strange Fruit’ by 

Billie Holiday, 
underline key words 
and try to work out 

what the song is 
talking about. 

Strange Fruit 



Strange Fruit

What do you think the song is about?
What is meant by ‘Strange Fruit’?  

Southern trees bear a strange fruit,
Blood on the leaves and blood at the root,

Black bodies swinging in the southern breeze,
Strange fruit hanging from the poplar trees.

Pastoral scene of the gallant south,
The bulging eyes and the twisted mouth,

Scent of magnolias, sweet and fresh,
Then the sudden smell of burning flesh.

Here is fruit for the crows to pluck,
For the rain to gather, for the wind to suck,

For the sun to rot, for the trees to drop,
Here is a strange and bitter crop 











What do you think is happening here?





Success Criteria 
• Include a definition of lynching
• Use evidence from the song lyrics 
• Jim Crow laws and the effects that 

they had on the south 
• Reasons black people struggled to vote. 


