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Black Death Symptoms



Lesson Objectives

1) To learn about Bubonic and Pneumonic plague

2) To discover the different symptoms people
had.

3) To perform the different symptom stages
(If we have timel)



How did the plague spread?

There were two types of plague:

was the more common and was carried in the
bloodstream of rats. Fleas bit the rats and became infected. They
then hopped onto humans, bit them and passed on the disease.

was more deadly. It was caught by breathing in
the germs when an infected person coughed or sneezed.
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Task - Answer in FULL sentences

Using the information sheet, answer these questions:

1) What were the 2 types of plague?

2) How did the Bubonic plague pass onto humans?

3) What were the symptoms of the Bubonic Plague?

4) What % of people who caught the Bubonic Plague died?
5) How did the Pneumonic plague pass onto humans?

6) What were the symptoms of the Pneumonic plague

7) What % of people who caught the Pneumonic plague
died?

Challenge:

There are around 540 people in the school (including staff).
If they all caught the Bubonic Plague, how many would live?



Task 1

Read through the symptoms
source

Extract a quote for each day
showing the symptoms,
writing them in the
flowchart boxes

Draw these symptoms onto
your blank body

If you finish early: Write out
a short description IN YOUR
OWN WORDS about what
happens




1. “fierce swellings in the
groin or armpit”




Plenary: Symptoms of the plague. Volunteers
needed to act them out!
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What were the symptoms?
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